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I am pleased to announce that the 2018 Menneken Award Selection Committee has completed its 
recommendations on faculty members who should be given these prestigious awards for Highly 
Meritorious Research or a Significant and Sustained Contribution. It is my honor to announce that 
this year’s Menneken Award winners are as follows: 
Highly Meritorious Research by a Junior Naval Postgraduate School Faculty Member: 
Associate Professor Bradley Jay Strawser, Department of Defense Analysis 
Dr. Strawser’s research is both prolific in output and outstanding. In his career so far, he has 
published seven different academic books, with two more academic books forthcoming that are 
presently under contract with a top university press. Those books have been published along with 17 
separate peer-reviewed journal articles, book chapters, and conference proceedings, not to mention 
several opinion pieces in major media outlets, such as the New York Times and the UK Guardian. 
He also guest edited a special issue of a top journal in his field, on the topic of the ethics of 
cyberwarfare. Dr. Strawser's work has made him a world expert in the debate over the ethical use of 
remotely controlled weapons systems (so called “drones) and their future use by increasingly 
autonomous machines. 
Significant and Sustained Contribution: 
Distinguished Professor Brij N. Agrawal, Department of Mechanical and Aerospace Engineering 
Dr. Agrawal’s research contributions have led to formation of the Adaptive Optics Center of 
Excellence for National Security and the Spacecraft Research and Design Center within MAE. His 
research has been primarily in two areas to improve effectiveness of Navy/DoD: imaging satellites 
and high energy laser (HEL) beam control. He has made major contributions and provided 
leadership for the US Navy and DoD in attitude control of flexible spacecraft (patent granted), laser 
jitter control (patent granted), applications of adaptive optics for mirror surface control for imaging 
satellites and correction of HEL beam aberration due to atmospheric. These are high priority areas 
for DoD/Navy. In 2018, he initiated research in the application of artificial intelligence for target 
identification for imaging satellites and HEL and most recently has won a sponsored research project 
in this field with stiff competition from MIT Lincoln Labs. Dr. Agrawal has published over 180 papers 
with more than 2,582 citations. 
Please join me in congratulating each of the awardees. I also want to thank the members of this 
year’s selection committee: Professor Young Kwon (Chair), Associate Professor Leo Blanken, 
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